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Historical Thinking and Reading Skills

K-5 Scope and Sequence

GRADE Historical Thinking Skills Suggested PrimarySources
K Observe (describe detailsinasource) Images from past (example fire
Compare and Contrast trucktoday vs. fire truck past)
Chronological order Artifacts
* Identify pastvs. present Oral history recordings
* Me, Mom, Grandmother Songs

Close reading

* Whatis the documentsaying?
* Provideevidencetosupportresponses

1 Observe Expand primary sources to family
Analyze Images
Compare and Contrast Artifacts
Chronological order—beginning timelines Introduce simple diary entries
Distinguish fact fromfiction Introduce simple maps
Synthesize from more than one source with support OralHistoryrecordings
Close reading Songs
* Whatisthe documentsaying? Primary sources with limited text
* Provide evidence to supportresponse suchastickets, receipts, menusand
Sourcing with support catalogs.

1 Suggested primary sources from Library of Congress www.loc.gov
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Observe
Analyze
Compare and Contrast
Chronological order—beginning timelines
Distinguish fact fromfiction
Synthesize from more than one source with support
Close reading

* Whatis the documentsaying?

* Provideevidencetosupportresponses
Sourcing with support

Expand primary source connections
to family and community

Images

Artifacts

Introduce simple diary entries
Introduce simple maps
OralHistoryrecordings

Songs

Primary sources with limited text
suchastickets, receipts, menusand
catalogs.

Observe
Analyze
Compare and Contrast
Distinguish point of view
Corroboration with support
* Dothedocumentsagree?
Sourcingwith Support
*  Who wrote this?
* Whenwasitwritten?
* Whatistheauthor’s pointof view
Contextualization with Support
* When and where was the document created?
+ Whatwas different then? What was the same?
Synthesizefrom multiple sources
* Draw Conclusions

Expand primary source connections
to community and local region
Images

Artifacts

Diary entries

Maps

OralHistoryrecordings

Songs

Introduce newspapers, broadsides,
documents, letters, charts and other
primary sources with larger
amountsoftext

Include multiple documents with
different points of view
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* Make an opinion (argument)
Close reading

+ Supportreader’s response/opinion with evidence from

the text
* Whatis the documentsaying?
Observe Expand primary source connections
Analyze to the state level

Compare and Contrast
Distinguish point of view
Corroboration with support
* Dothedocumentsagree?
+ Whatdocuments are mostreliable?
Sourcingwith Support
*  Who wrote this?
* Whenwasitwritten?
* Whatisthe author’s pointofview
* Wherewasitwritten?
* Why was it written?
Contextualization with Support
* Whenand where was the document created?
+ Whatimportantthingswere happeningatthetime that
relate to the document?
* Howdoesthisinformationhelpustounderstandthe
document?
Synthesizefrom multiple sources

Images

Artifacts

Diary entries

Maps

OralHistoryrecordings

Songs

Introduce newspapers, broadsides,
documents, letters, charts and other
primary sources with larger
amountsoftext

Include multiple documents with
different points of view
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* Draw Conclusions
* Make an opinion (argument)
Close reading

+ Supportreader’s response/opinion with evidence from
the text

* What claims does the author make?*

* Whatevidence does the author use?*

* Whatlanguage does the author use to persuade the
document’'saudience?*

* Howdoesthe document’slanguage indicate the
author’s perspective?*
(*Analyze images and documents)

Observe
Compare multiple points of view and bias
Synthesizelearningand constructnewknowledge

* Draw Conclusions

* Make an opinion (argument)
Corroboration

* Dothedocumentsagree?

* Whatdocuments are mostreliable?
Sourcing

*  Who wrote this?

* Whenwasitwritten?

* Whatisthe author’s pointofview

* Wherewasitwritten?

Introduce more complex historical
documents

Different types of maps

Include primary sources in multiple
formats on the same topic
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* Whywasitwritten?
+ s itreliable?
Contextualization
* When and where was the document created?
+ Whatimportantthingswere happeningatthetime that
relate to the document?
* Howdoesthisinformationhelpustounderstandthe
document?
Close reading
+ Supportreader’s response/opinion with evidence from
the text
* What claims does the author make?*
* Whatevidence does the author use?*
* Whatlanguage does the author use to persuade the
document’'saudience?*
* Howdoesthe document’slanguage indicate the
author’s perspective?*
(*Analyze images and documents)
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